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County  Clinic, 

Clyde  Path  Road, 
DorcheGter, 

To  His  Uorship  the  Hayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dorchester 
Hr.  Hayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  ilealth  and  Sc.nitary 
conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  for  the  year  1952,  this  being  my 
third  Annual  Report  and  again  written  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  year  has  been  singularly  free  from  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 
with  the  exception  of  Dysentery  (75  notifications).  A few  cases  P.f  the 
non-notifiable  Infectious  Jaundice  occurred  during  December. 

A further  step  was  taken  in  the  Clean  Food  Carapaign  by  the  circulation 
to  food  shops  and  restaurants  of  a notice  reo^uesting  the  public  not  to  bring 
dogs  into  the  premises.  This  was,  generally  speaking,  well  received  both  by 
shop-keepers  and  the  public. 

Many  improvements  were  ms,de  at  the  Slaughterhouse  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  and  a promise  of  still  more  which  I hope  will  be  forthcoming  during 
the  coming  yesir. 

Much  time  was  spent  by  the  Staff  in  investigating  nuisances  occurring 
in  the  towi,  cs-used  by  smoke,  noise  and  pigeons. 

Following  further  adverse  samples  of  river  water,  discouragement  of 
berthing  in  the  rivers  was  again  stressed. 

The  increa.se  of  the  use  of  cesspools  for  new  houses  in  the  town  was 
deprecated  in  a report  to  the  Council, 

A recommendation  wc.s  mo.de  to  the  Council  regarding  the  provision  of 
V7as7dng  facilities  in  the  ihiblic  Conveniences,  many  difficulties  were  found, 
but  it  v/as  agreed  as  a start  to  carry  out  improvements  in  one  Ladies 
Convenience . 

The  Hass  Radio gri..phy  Unit  again  visited  the  tovm  and  the  response  was  an 
improvement  on  the  previous  year  - the  school  children  of  1/.  years  and  over 
were  included  for  the  first  t.ime. 

Housing  still  ...  emains  the  major  health  hazard,  and  until  people  are  housed 
in  suitable  accommodation  much  time  spent  on  preventative  and  curative  health 
is  v/asted.  Following  a preliminary  report  to  the  Council  on  an  area  in  the 
town,  it  has  been  agreed  to  submit  a Representation  for  a Clearance  Area  in 
stages,  the  first  to  be  represented  early  in  1953» 
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(Figures  for  1951  sliowi  in  braciets) 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,675  acres 


Rosidont  Population  .. 

• ••  •••  ••• 

11, 240 

(11,520) 

No,  of  houses  inhabited 

at  the  end  of  1952  ... 

3,066 

(2,973) 

Rateable  Value  (Ist 

Aprils  1952)  ... 

£97,170 

(£96,050) 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1st  April,  1952). 

£390 

(£365) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Popu2s.tion  ~ Estimo-te  for  Births  and  Deaths  Ro.tes 

11,240 

(11,520) 

Compcxability  Factor 

Births 

1,04 

Deaths 

0,S9 

Births : 

M^j^s  Fcmr.les  [ 

Tot  0.1 

Legitimate 

69  77 

146 

Illegitims,tc 

^1 

Total 

74  79 

153  (157) 

Still  Births; 

3 - 

3 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

IllegitimCite 

Total 

3 

3 

Doaths ; 

All  ccoises 

57  66 

123  (149) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 ye£.r  (Infant  Mortedity) 

Legitimate 

3 1 

4 

Illegitimate 

Total 

3 1 

4 (3) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  (NeoN&teJ.  Mortality) 

Legitimate 

1 1 

2 

Illegitimate 

Total 

1 1 

2 (3) 

.3- 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


Birth  Rc/oe 
Birth  Rate  for  Bufils-nd  and  Wales  • , • 
Death  Rate  , , , ...  , . , 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Infant  iiortality  Rate  per  1000  births 
Infant  LiorteRity  Rate  for  England  and 


• • • 
« • • 
• # • 
« • f 

Wples  • • 


13.6  (13.6) 

15.3  (15.5) 

10.9  (12.9) 

11.3  (12.5) 

26.0  (19.0) 

27.6  (29.6) 


DEiTHS  FROh  ALL  GilUSES 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syplii-litic  disease 
Diphtheria  . , . 

Whooping  Cough  . , , 

Meningitis  . . . 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Measles  ... 

Cancer  of  stomach 
Ca,ncer  of  lung,  bronchus 
Cancer  of  breast  , 

Cancer  of  utorus  . 

Other  ca/ncers  ... 

Acute  i.naemia  , . . 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  dise<ase,  angina  . 

High  Blood  Pressure  mtli  Heart  disease 
Other  Heart  diseo.se  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  ...  ... 

Pneumonia.  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  axid  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion 
Co  1 g cm 1 1 al  ifi-alf orraat i o ns 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseo.ses 
Motor  ve.hicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  . « * 

All  causes  ... 


Males 


1 


p 

6 


6 


4 

13 

1 

4 

3 

1 


4 

2 


✓ 

2 

3 

1 

57 


Females 


1 


5 

2 

7 

1 

11 

13 

1 

13 

2 

2 


1 

1 

5 

1 

66 


Total 

1 

1 


5 

6 

2 

13 

1 

15 

26 

2 

17 

5 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

8 

2' 

123 


.Ip 


I^IZpJCTIOUS  DISK.SES 


Tlio  xollovdng  te,ble  sui:i:'.icrises  tlis  notifico.tions  of  tbe  Infectious 
Diser.ses  .ic-de  during  the  year 


Diseases 

Scarlet 

Fever 

dhoopiiig 

Cough 

Heasles 

Pncuxionia 

Erysipelas 

Puerpcro.1 

pyreida 

Infantile 

Paralysis 

Dysentery 

Food 

poisoning 

Encephalitis 


Cases 
adniptted 

_ _ ^ to 

9.Z,  A“.  ,3“  .,5"  2P.“  .,15“  l,5jz  li9.PRWAk  .5.?A.'yis 


To t cl.  ,.C„u s e s_  ho t i f i cd 
A^ge  ^Periods 


1 2 

1 ^ 


IS  12  19  3 1 


1 

1 


13 


75 


4 

1 


Ho  cases  of  OiplrbhcriaLj  Typhoid;  SnallpoX;  I-ieningitis  or  Scabies 
occurred  during  the  year. 


^.n  outbreak  of  Dysentery  of  the  Sonne  ty;pe  occurred  in  the  eo-rly  part  of 
the  year  - sixty-one  cases  were  notified  - nainly  from  one  school  but  the 
loca.l  hospital  was  also  involved. 

The  notifications  or  discoveries  ner  week  were  as  follo\js  - 


February  23rd 
Ma.rch  1st 
Ilarch  Sth 
h'arch  15th 
I-iarch  22nd 
iirrrch  29th 


• • • o • 

9 t • • • 

• • • • • 

» • » • • 

• • « 0 o 

9 9 9 9 9 


2 

13 

25 

7 

11 

3 


*.11  hone  contacts  were  investiga.tod  290  visits  made.  Two  adults  were 
found  to  be  food  handlers;  the  earliest  negative  sample  v/as  obtained  in  throe 
days  and  the  longest  took  about  three  months.  Only  five  cases  \;ere  found  in 
other  schools  and  only  tlireo  cases  occurred  outside  the  Borough;  all  were 
contacts. 
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Tovro.rds  the  end  of  the  year  another  small  outbreak  occurred  at  a 
Cliildrens  Home,  Twelve  children  and  two  of  the  Staff  were  concerned.  The 
outbreak  had  cleared  up  about  a month  a-fter  the  first  case,  ITo  connection 
with  the  previous  outbreak  was  found. 

No  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  occurred  during  the  yoair  but  another 
virus  disease  - Infectious  Jaundice  - was  discovered,  two  cases  being 
notified  and  investigation  revealed  three  others,  undoubtedly  there  were 
other  cases  in  the  tovm. 


A number  of  cases  of  Winter  vomiting  occurred  during  the  last  tliree 
months  of  the  yea,r,  samples  of  fa.eces  haa\re  proved  negative  and  tiiis  mc,ybe 
a viiu,s  disease. 

The  symptoms  were  all  or  some  of  the  following  - 

Sudden  vomiting,  usually  two  or  three  times,  occasionally  longer. 

Mild  diarrhoea 


Stiffness  of  nock 

It  affected  persons  of  all  ages,  the  incubation  period  appears  to  be 
18-24  hours, 

TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  1952  the  follov/ing  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
were  notified  j-  (figures  for  1951  shovm.  in  brackets) 


New  Cases 

Age  Respiratory  Won-Respiro.tory 

Periods  Hale  Female  Male  Femcle 


0 - - „ - 

1 „ - » 

5 - - - ^ 

10  ^ - - - 

15  - - - - 

25  1 1 - - 

35-1  - - 

45  1 - - - 

55  - - - - 

65  - - - 1 

Age 

Unlcnown  - - _ 


Deaths 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
Male  Femcle  Male  Female 


TOTALS  2(8)  2(10)  -(-)  1(1)  1(3)  -(-)  “(“)  “(“) 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a marked  fell  in  the  number  of 
new  cases,  ^ 


MSS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY  - DORCHESTER  & AREA 


TotaJ.  number 


X-rayed, 

Males 

Females 

3552 

1663 

1889 

Tliis  was  an  increase  of  536  on  the  previous  yeeir  but  school  children  of 
14  years  and  over  were  included  this  time,  although  the  unit  was  here  only 
two  weeks  instead  of  three  weeks, 

I would  like  to  thanlc  the  press  for  their  help  in  the  publicit^r  of 
the  service. 


DISINFESTATION 

No*  of  premises  disinfested  ,,,  13 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  L REFUSE 

No  change  has  occurred  since  1951. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Much  needed  improvement  to  the  outfall  works  still  awaits  the  sanction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Healthy  the  delay  is  apparently  due  to  the  final 
assessment  of  the  relative  values  of  combined  or  separate  schemes  with  the 
surrounding  Rural  District, 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Dr,  Cooper  of  the  County  Labore^tory  and  Dr,  Tee  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  have  been  most  helpful  during  the  yeaa:,  and  I appreciate  their 
ready  co-operation. 


The  following  is  a table  of  specimens  submitted  to  the  Laboratories: 


Tliroat  Swabs  , . , 

...  182 

i'lilk  , • , • . . 

...  27 

Faeces  , • , • , . 

...  533 

Ice  Cream  . , , 

, • , 62 

Blood  , , , , . , 

...  60 

Miscellaneous  ,« 

...  19 

Ringworm  , , . ... 

...  23 

Ws.,  oer  ...  ... 

...  20 

AliBULANCE 

SERVICES 

The  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  for  information  I 
repeat  last  year's  paragraph  - 

To  call  the  Ambulance  for  routine  work,  ring  Dorchester  420,  in  an 
emergency  ask  the  exchange  for  iUiibulance,  Always  state  urgency  and  nature 
of  case  and  full  address 'and  which  iUnbulance  is  required. 


HOUSING 


Council  Houses 

In  process 

Completed 

Completed  since 

of  erection 

1952 

end  of  War 

Temporary 

- 

- 

- 

Permanent  - 

Traditional  Type 

74 

22 

140 

Non-Tro.ditional  Type 

- 

18 

26 

Converted  into  Flats 

- 

5 

5 

Hutted  Camp 

- 

28 

No.  of  Council  Houses  (Pre-War)  272 

No,  of  Post  War  houses  completed  and  occupied  at  31.12,52  . 166 

Total  no,  of  Council  Houses  occupied  at  31.12,52,  432 

During  the  year  a survey  was  carried  out  in  the  Hill  Streot  district  and 
a preliminary  report  was  made  to  the  Council  suggesting  that  a Clearance  Area 
should  bo  made  in  three  stages.  This  was  readily  received  and  it  was  apreod 
for  the  Medical  Officer  to  represent  the  1st  stage,  early  in  the  New  Joex, 

Plans  were  also  requested  for  development  of  other  isolated  sites  for 
Old  Persons  houses. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  available  land  in  the  Borough,  re-development 
of  land  is  very  necessary. 

L report  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  advising  against  further  building 
of  now  houses  on  a site,  which  would  need  to  have  cesspool  drainage  because 
sowers  wore  not  yet  o.vailablo. 


OLD  PER30NS 

No  houses  for  Old  Persons  are  owned  by  the  Borough,  but  throe  separate 
collections  of  houses  arc  oinicd  by  various  Trusts  and  used  for  Old  reople, 

N..TI0ILJL  ..S3IST.i;Ca  ...CT 


Attention  v;as  drawn  to  one  case  during  the  yeex,  but  no  removal  v/as 
considered  necessary  for  the  time  being,  but  the  services  of  a home  help 
v;as  requested. 


HOME  HELP  SilRVICE 

For  the  Borough  and  RureJ.  District  of  Dorchester  the  average  help 
availc.blo  is  two  pa.rt  time  and  one  spa-re  time  help,  those  con  be  increased 
if  required. 
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I'/ATSR  SUPPLIES 


A plentif-ul  supply  of  medium  lia.rd  wuter  of  good  quo,lity  is  provided 
by  a well  situated  on  the  V/est  side  of  the  town,  it  is  not  plumbo«>solvent. 

Regular  sejnples  taken  have  been  satisfactory  bactcriologically,  the 
water  is  chloraminated. 

Further  to  my  report  last  year  regarding  additional  storage  capacity  - 
the  installation  of  a new  main  puimp  is  no\/  in  progress. 

iUALYoIS  OF  A SaiiPLF  OF  ILiTER 
CHMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 

Appearance  - Very  faint  opalescence  with  a slight  deposit  of  amorphous 


mineral  debris* 

Tujrbidity  less  than  3 

Colour  Nil* 

Odour 

Nil* 

Taste  normal. 

pH  7.4 

1 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  12 

Electric  Conductivity 

o 

CD 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03  205. 

Hardness  - Total  245 

Carbonate  205  Non-carbonato  40 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  3*2 

Nitrite 

Nitre  gen  Absent 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0*000 

Oxygen  absorbed  0.30 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.000 

Residual  chlorine  Absent 

Motals  Iron;  0,12 

Other  "Metals  absent 

Fluoride  (f) 

Absent  (less  tlian  0*1) 

Calculated  from  the  calcium  erd  magnesiuiii  contents 


of  water 

Tills  semiple  is  rec.soneJely  deer  and  bright  in  appearance  since  it 
shows  only  very  faint  opalescence  and  carries  oh].y  a trace  of  matter  in 
suspension. 

The  weler  is  neutral  in  reaction,  hard  in  character  but  not  unduly 
soi  .contains  no  excess  of  sdinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution,  srd 
it  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  It  is  of  very 
satisfactory  organic  quelity. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemicel  analysis  these  results  sre  consistent 
with  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes* 
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i i'eteorolo 

gical  details  - 

Year  1952 

MOaoh, 

Rainfall 

inches 

Sunshine 

Hours 

Maximum 

degrees 

Minimum 

degrees 

J anuary 

3.44 

90.90 

54 

23 

February 

0.83 

90.65 

55 

25 

March 

3,33 

81.50 

54 

27 

*^pril 

3 #14 

166.70 

73 

34 

May 

3.16 

217.25 

78 

39 

Juno 

1.26 

227.75 

S3 

39 

July 

1,08 

210.65 

87 

41 

hugust 

4.97 

183.75 

75 

45 

September 

4.65 

130.75 

70 

36 

October 

5,28 

100.25 

62 

32 

November 

4.25 

72.75 

56 

24 

Docembor 

4.22 

65.00 

52 

23 

TOihXS 

40.11 

1644^.10 

The  total  sunshine  in  1952  was  l644»10  v/liich  is  above  the  figure  for 
1951  (1620,53)  arid  1950  (1577.3) j the  sunniest  months  were  May,  June  and  July, 

The  annual  rainfall  v/as  40,11  inches,  this  was  much  lower  than  the 
figures  for  1951  (52,36)  and  1950  ( 46,28),  Tho  v/ottest  month  was  October 
with  a rainfall  of  5,28, 

I GJii  indebted  to  Mr.  Davison,  the  Borou.gh  Surveyor,  for  this  information. 
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Sanitarj^  Inspectors*  Office, 
North  Square, 


Dorchester, 


June,  1953* 


To  the  Mayor,  Alderriien  and  Coimcillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester, 


Annual  Report  for  1952, 


I present  the  following  report  on  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspectors  in  the  year  1952, 

During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  pay  more  attention  to  housing, 
factories  and  rodent  control,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  increased  number 
of  inspections  carried  out.  In  addition  the  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery 
early  in  the  yesm*  resulted  in  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  infectious 
disease  enquiries  made.  Almost  half  of  the  complaints  received  referred 
to  housing  conditions  (either  disrepair  of  houses  or  overcrowding  or  other 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions). 

In  May  the  Staff  Committee  asked  for  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors,  The  report  submitted  showed  the 
multiplicity  of  Jobs  carried  out  and  the  numerous  Acts  and  Regulations 
under  which  they  are  done,  . The  carrying  out  of  these  duties  necessitated 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  working  on  eighteen  Sundays  in  the  year, 

I would  like  to  eixpross  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  me  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  of  the  co-operation  received  from  other  Senior  Officers  and  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 


11 


!♦  INSPECTIONS 


The  number  and  classification  of  the  inspections 

carried  out  by  tho 

Sanitany  Inspectors  ane  shown  in  the  following  table;- 

INSPECTIONS  - 1952. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts; 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses 

167 

Re-inspection  of  dwelling-houses 

203 

Visits  re  overcrowding 

48 

Unclassified 

34 

452 

Under  the  Food  ajid  Drugs  Acts; 

Inspection  and  visits  re  unsoimd  food 

118 

Inspection  of  “food  premises” 

123 

Visits  re  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning 

7 

Visits  to  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse 

428 

Visits  to  dai.ries  (inc.  samipling) 

98 

Unclassified 

17 

791 


Under  tho  Public  Health  Acts; 


Inspection  o-nd/or  testing  of  sewer s/droi.ns 

(including  soil  pipes  and  ventilating  pipes)  178 
Inspection  of  closets  and  cesspools  13 
Inspection  of  filthy  or  verminous  promises  28 
Inspection  of  public  conveniences  5 
Inspection  for  detection  a,nd  o.bc.tement  of 

statutory  nuisances  96 
Visits  to  “dealers”  (S,86  of  the  Public  Health 

Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907)  2 
Inspection  and  sanpling  of  wa.ter  supplies  17 
Enquiries  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases  362 
Inspection  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds  13 
Unclassified  22 


Under  the  Factories  Acts; 


Inspection  of  factories 

89 

Visits  to  outworkers  * premises 

25 

Unclassified 

12 

12 


126 


1 


Under  the  Rag  Flook  Actst 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Dcimag;e  by  Posts  Actt 

Under  the  Shops  Actt 

Inspection  under  S.3S?  Shops  Act,  1930 
Other  inspections 


402 


50 

Under  the  Petroleum  Acts}  43 

Under  the  Pet  Animals  Act;  2 

Total j 2,603 

2,  COilPLAINTS. 

The  number  and  classification  of  the  complaints  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  shown  in  the  following  table*- 

GOMPUINTS  - 1952, 


Disrepair  of  houses  ’ 41 

Overcrowding  or  other  inadequate  housing 

conditions  30 

Unsound  food  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  in 

food  premises  13 

Defective  and/or  choked  drains^  sowers,  closets, 

cesspools,  etc,  22 

Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  3 

Keeping  of  o,nimals  in  inso.nitary  conditions  1 

Offensive  accumulations  or  deposits  6 

Other  public  health  nuisances  23 

Rats  and  mice  20 

Unclassified  1 

Total:  160 


3,  NOTICES. 

Details  of  the  notices  served  and  notices  complied  with  in  1952 
are  shown  in  the  following  tablet- 
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NOTICES  - 1952 


Under  (or  preliininary  to  action 
under)  Public  Health  Acts 

Under  (or  prelii:iinary  to  action 
under)  Housing  Acts 

Under  (or  preliniinary  to  action 
under)  other  Acts 


Totals: 


Informal 

Notices 

Formal 

Notices 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

24 

22 

1 

1 

41 

36 

1 

3 

19 

10 

- 

- 

84 

68 

2 

4 

4.  HOUSING. 

A considora.blo  proportion  of  tho  inspectors*  tine  continued  to  be 
devoted  to  housing  work,  A total  of  167  houses  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts,  informal  notices 
being  served  in  respect  of  forty-five  prenisos  and  repairs  being  carried 
out  at  fifty-five  premises. 

Formal  action  was  taken  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
regarding  two  houses.  In  each  case  the  Council  accepted  undertakings 
from  tho  owners  - to  close  one  house  and  to  repair  the  other.  Formal 
notices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  two  prenisos  were  complied 
with  by  tho  owners,  but  another  notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  not  being  complied  with  the  Council  carried  out  the  work  in 
default. 

The  attention  of  the  Health  Committee  was  drawn  to  the  difficulties 
in  dco.ling  with  the  repair  of  houses  in  one  part  of  the  Borough,  A 
siurvey  of  tho  houses  concerned  was  made  and  proposals  to  deal  with  then 
in  three  clearance  areas  wore  accepted  by  the  Council,  The  survey 
included  ninety-throe  houses  and  tho  following  summary  indicates  the 
conditions  found:- 
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Defect  or  other 
unsatisfactory  condition 


Disrepair; 

(a)  External 

(b)  Internal 


No,  of  houses  (out  of  total  of  93) 
in  which  tho  defect  or  other 
unsatisfactory  condition  was  found 


72 

75 


Sanitary  defects; 

(a)  Inadequate  air  space  4^ 

(b)  Ventilation  not  through  to  p21 

floors  31 

(c)  Inadequate  lighting  ■ 85 

(d)  Dampness  74 

(e)  External  water  supply  47 

(f)  Joint  water  supply  23 

(g)  Joint  sanitary  accommodation  10 

(h)  Sanitary  accommodation  badly 

sited  56 

(i)  Inadequate  paving  or  drainage  to 

yards  46 

Bad  ^rangement; 

(a)  of  rooms  68 

(b)  low  ceiling  height  3S 

(c)  living  room  entered  directly 

from  exterior  72 


Inadequate  width  and  bad  arrangement 


of  streets  56 

No  sinlc  (internal)  45 

No  ventilated  food  store  93 

No  cooking  facilities  provided  by 

owner  34 

No  facilities  for  household  washing 

provided  by  owner  79 

Overcrowded  5 


During  the  year  the  attention  of  the  Health  Committee  was  drawn  to  the 
unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  of  seventeen  families  where  conditions 
were  likely  to  affect  the  health  of  members  of  the  family.  The  details, 
which  included  eight  overcrowding  cases,  were  referred  to  the  Housing 
Comittee  for  consideration. 


5.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, 

(a)  FOOD  INSPECTION  /i^D  UNSOLD  FOOD, 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  unsound  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
to  the  Department  for  disposal  are  shown  in  the  following  table 
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SUI'S-IARY  OF  FOOD  CQHDEIflIED  -•  1952. 


Canned  or  other  pro-paclccd  foods;-* 


1^337  lbs,  meat  or  fish  (750  packs), 

1,799  lbs,  fruit  or  vegetables  (1,510  packs), 
214  lbs,  milk  (179  packe), 

370  lbs,  other  pre-packed  foods  (334  packs). 


Other  foods 


4o0  lbs,  mea.t,  ba.con  and  meo,t  products* 
302  lbs,  fish, 

334  lbs,  fruit, 

830  lbs,  confectionery. 


Total  weight: 


Following  the  inspection  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  tins  (4  lbs, 
each)  of  imported  luncheon  meat  over  fifty  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  a 
proportion  of  the  remainder  held  over  for  further  examination.  Details 
of  the  consignment  wore  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  so  that  they  could 
consider  whether  an  investigation  in  the  country  of  origin  was  called  for. 


Following  complaints  two  samples  of  canned  soup  were  submitted  for 
chemical  examination  and  two  scanples  of  the  same  brand  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  first  sa.mple  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  gave  a pure  though  scanty  growth  of 
staphylococcus  albus,  but  the  second  sample  and  those  submitted  for 
chemical  examination  were  satisfactory.  Details  were  referred  to  the 
district  where  the  soup  was  prepared  and  ca,nned. 

Two  samples  of  ginger  wine  submitted  for  chemical  cxamino.tion  were 
found  to  bo  unsa.tisfactory  and  the  remaining  stock  was  withdrawn  from  sale, 

(b)  GLEAN  FOOD  CAIvgAIGN. 

Visits  continued  to  be  mo.de  to  food  promises  and  informal,  notices 
served  in  respect  of  defects  at  ten,  but  improvements  in  hygiene  sta.ndards 

а, ro  often  achieved  by  discussion  and  suggestions  rather  than  by  notice, 

б,  MEAT INSPECTION. 


Promises  in  the  Borough  continued  to  be  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
as  a.  Government  Sla.ughtorhouso,  In  a.ddition  to  the  Borough  the  slaughter- 
house serves  six  neighbouring  districts  and  a population  exceeding  100,000, 

All  the  carco.ses  (13,250)  were  e:-!nmined  before  distribution  and  as 
many  as  possible  (approximately  75  per  cent)  were  examined  at  the  time 
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Carcases  inspected  and  condemned  "■  1952» 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

' Pigs 

cows 

Lambs 

Number  of  animals 
slaughtered  and 
carcases  inspected 

3,039 

1,161 

2,330 

6,241 

479 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis? 

Whole  carcases  condemned  4 

6 

15 

15 

9 

# Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or'  organ  was 
condemned 

1,642 

809 

50 

1,478 

115 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

54*16 

70,20 

2,79 

23.94 

25.89 

Tuber cuC.o sis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

23 

2 

- 

6 

& Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

317 

270 

2 

mm 

26 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

10.79 

25,24 

0.02 

- 

6,68 

» Carcases  included  under 
both  headings  above 

151 

185 

- 

- 

6 

Percentage  of  the  niimber 
inspected  affected  with 
tubercnlosis  and/or 

other  disease  59»49  77*00  2*81  23*94  28,18 
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of  slaughter,  Ante-norten  inspection  of  anir.ials  was  carried  out  at  all 
tines  v;hen  an  inspector  was  present.  The  work  of  neat  inspection 
continued  to  talce  up  a considerable  tine  outside  office  hours  and  included 
duties  on  sixteen  Sundays  in  addition  to  regular  evening  work. 

The  accompanying  table  gives  details  of  numbers  of  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned. 

The  total  quantity  of  neat  and  offal  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consuLiption  amounted  to  approximately  forty-four  tons,  of  wliich  nineteen 
tons  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 


Tiiirty-one  loca].ised  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis,  equivalent  to 
appro xinately  0,74  per  cent  of  all  cattle  slaughtered,  were  found  by 
routine  examination  d-uring  the  year,  the  distribution  of  the  cysts  being 
shown  below.  No  generalised  cases  were  found. 


Site  of  cysticercus  bovis,  n 


Number  of  cattle  affected. 


Head  only  affected  (nasseter  muscles) 
Heart  only  affected 
Both  above  sites 
Total  nuivibor  of  cases  s 


17 

12 

31 


Two  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were  diagnosed  and 
pcrticuH-ars  of  the  calves  notified  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 

The  facilities  at  the  loco.l  Public  Health  Labora,tory,  wliich  is  under 
the  direction  of  Dr,  G,H,  Tec,  are  available  for  the  examination  of 
specimens  from  carcases.  During  the  year  five  miscella.noous  specimens 
from  casualty  animals  were  submitted  for  examination.  In  addition, 
at  Dr,  Tee*s  request,  sixty-one  faeces  specimens  from  cattle  and  calves 
and  one  hundred  udder  specimens  from  cows  were  submitted  for  examination, 
but  in  Iiis  investiga.tions  Dr,  Tee  did  not  find  salmonella  or  other  a.bnormal 
organisms, 

A start  was  ma^de  on  the  improvements  to  the  sla.ughtcr house  previously 
discussed  with  the  iiinistry  of  Food  and  mentioned  in  my  Annual  Report  for- 
1951.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  hide-room  had  been  converted  into  a 
gut-room  and  a liide-store  constructed  in  the  yard.  The  guts  had  previously 
been  dealt  with  on  a gut  table  in  the  slaughter  haJ.1,  A small  copper 
for  the  continuous  sterilisation  of  wiping  cloths  wa,s  also  provided.  The 
remaining  improvements  were  due  to  be  comencod  early  in  1953« 

7,  IGE-GREAM. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice- 
croam  under  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  19 38; 
was  forty-tiiree.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  on  three  premises,  at  the  - 
majority  of  the  other  premises  ice-cream  being  received  pre-packed  and 
sold  in  the  same  state. 
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Sixty-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  examination^  forty- 
two  samples  of  prepacked  and  twenty  of  bulk  ice-cream.  The  resuJ-ts  are 
shown  below: - 


Pre-packed: 

Bulk: 

Provisional  Grade  1 

28 

Provisional  Grade  1 

13 

Provisional  Grade  2 

7 

Provisional  Grade  2 

3 

Provisional  Grade  3 

2 

Provisional  Grade  3 

2 

Provisional  Grade  4 

Provisional  Grade  4 

42 

20 

— 

The  Ministry  of 

Health  suggest 

that  the  bacteriological  qu 

ality 

ice-cream  should  be  judged  on  a series  of  samples^  and  that  over  a six 
raontl'ily  period  fifty  per  cent  of  a vendor *s  samples  should  fall  into 
gra-de  1,  eighty  per  cent  into  grades  1 or  2,  not  more  tlmn  twenty  per  cent 
into  grade  3 cind  none  in  grade  4* 

Two  brands  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  and  one  brand  of  bulk  ice-cream 
failed  to  comply  with  the  above  standard.  The  pre-packed  ice-cream 
which  gave  unso.tisfactory  results  was  me,nufacturcd  in  another  district, 
where  faults  were  found  at  the  factory.  The  bulk  ice-cream  which  gave 
unsatisfactory  results  was  found  to  bo  manufactured  from  ice-cream  powder 
v/hich  was  in  a dcteriora,tod  condition  after  long  storage, 

3.  PRESERVED  FOODS. 

Tho  number  of  promises  registered  for  the  ma.nufacture  of  preserved 
foods  (sausages  and  other  meat  products)  in  accordance  with  section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  eight.  Th©  premises  include  a 
newly  built  meat  products  factory  which  cojne  into  operation  during  the 
year, 

9.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES, 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all  of  the  twenty-seven  samples  of 
milk  talcen  during  the  year  wore  sa.tisfactory.  Details  are  given  below: 

Designation  of  milk  Number  of  samiples 

Tuberculin  Tested  16 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  2 

Pasteurised  6 

Not  designated  ^ 

Total:  27 

S3 

One  hundred  a.nd  twenty-nine  samples  of  washed  milk  bottles  were 
talcen  and  submitted  for  examination  for  coliform  organisms  and  a plate 
count.  Thirty-three  samples  wore  unsatisfactory  and  tliirteen  only  fairly 
satisfactory,  all  except  one  of  these  being  from  one  dairy.  From  this 
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drdry  ono  hundred  and  three  of  the  samples  were  obtodned,  the  bottles 
taken  towards  the  end  of  the  year  showing  considerable  improvement  over 
those  taken  earlier. 


Glassification  of  vrashed  bottles  Number 

Satisfo-ctory  (mean  bottle  count  not  more 

than  600  organisms  per  pint  bottle)  83 

Fodrly  satisfactory  (mean  bottle  count  over 
600  organisms  but  less  than  2^000  organisms 
per  pint  bottle)  I3 

Unsatisfactory  (mean  bottle  count  over  2,000 
organisms  per  pint  bottle  o.nd/or  coliform 
organisms  present)  33 

Total;  129 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  one  distributor  retailing  "loose”  milk 
ceased  business.  All  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough,  with  the  exception 
of  milk  supplied  by  farmers  to  employees  and  nearby  persons,  is  now 
bottled  and  is  designated  milk. 

The  register  of  distributors  kept  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regu].ation3,  1949,  contained  the  following  entries  at  31st  December,  1952;- 

Distributors  with  premises  within  the  Borough  4 

Distributors  tro,ding  from  outside  the  Borough  2' 

Retail  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only 

13 


10*  WATER  SUPPLIES, 

During  1952  twenty  samples  of  the  water  supplied  from  the  Council’s 
v/aterworks  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Most  of  the  samples 
were  taken  from  distribution  points  - all  \iqtq  ba.cteriologically 
satisfactory. 

Copies  were  received  of  reports  of  ono  hundred  samples  submitted  by 
the  Water  Engineer  for  examination  - fifty  taken  from  various  distribiition 
points  and  fifty  from  the  rising  main  in  the  well.  All  these  samples  were 
a.lso  satisfactory, 

11,  FACTORIES, 

The  accompanying  tables  show  the  number  of  factories  on  the  Council’s 
register  of  factories  aaid  the  details  of  inspection,  notices  and  defects 
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Number  of 


and  notices# 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3; 4 and  6 
ore  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

14 

26 

3 

. 

(11)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authorities 

91 

63 

5 

(111)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

mm 

mm 

Totals i 

105 

89 

B 

mm 

21 


Particulars 

Details  of  defects  found 

Referred  Referred 

Found  Remedied  to  H,M,  by  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 


Overcrowding 

- - « « 

Unreasonable  temperature 


Inadequate  ventilation 

M mm  m mm 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

mm  mm  mm  mm 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 2 «•  •• 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 4 - 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

M M — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  rele.ting  to 
outworkers  ' 

23  - 21  1 

Toto,lsj 

30  6 21  1 

22 


Notification  was  roccived  during  the  yec^r  of  the  follovdng  number  of 
outworkers  employed  in  the  Borough. 


Nature  of  work. 


Number  of  Outworkers 


Malcing  of  wearing  appa.rol 

Making  of  nets^  other  than  wire  nets 


IS 

56 

2^ 


Total: 


No  action  under  Section  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  was  necessary 
in  respect  of  work  in  unwholesome  promises. 

Eighteen  certificates  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire, 
issued  under  Section  34  of  fhe  Factories  Act,  1937,  wore  in  operation 
during  the  year.  One  certifico.te  was  amended  following  eJ.teration  to 
the  premises  concerned,  and  one  cortifica.te  withheld  pending  the  completion 
of  certain  works, 

12,  RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council’s  rodent  control  service  was  continued  through  the  year 
on  the  lines  of  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  sjid 
Fisheries,  No  charge  is  made  for  the  destruction  by  the  Council  of 
rats  and  mice,  except  in  the  case  of  business  premises.  Details  of  the 
work  carried  out  is  given  in  the  accompanying  tabic. 

The  treatment  of  sewers  was  continued  at  six  monthly  intervals*  The 
results  continue  to  improve  with  each  treatment, 

13.  CAI'fflNG  CONTROL* 

During  the  year  throe  licences  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  authorising  the  use  of  four  caravans,  were  renewed,  ajid 
one  additional  licence  for  a single  caravan  gra.nted.  Two  applications  for 
licences  were  refused, 

14.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

A greatly  increased  number  of  enquiries  regarding  infectious  diseases 
was  ma.de  during  the  year,  due  to  the  outbreak;  of  Sonne  dysentery. 

During  the  year  six  premises  were  disinfected,  Arraaigemonts  are  in 
opcra.tion  for  a.rticles  to  be  stoaiii  disinfected  when  necessary  a.t  the 
Herringston  Roa.d  Annexe  to  the  Dorset  County  Hospital,  Four  articles 
were  steam  disinfected  during  the  year, 

15,  VERMINOUS  PREMISES, 

It  wa.s  necessary  to  take  a.ction  under  Section  84  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  articles  from  one  house,  and  subsequently  the 
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RODENT  CONTROL  - 


Type  of  Property 


Local 
Authority 
(ex,  houses) 

Dwelling- 

houses 

Agricul- 

tural 

All  other 
(inc, 
business 
and  indus 
trial) 

TOTAL 

Total  number  of 
properties 

21 

3,036 

9 

649 

3,715 

Nuriiber  of 
properties 
inspected 

8 

346 

4 

37 

395 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 
with  rats 

7 

18 

2 

9 

36 

Number  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 
with  mice 

5 

6 

11 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  local  authority 

7 

23 

2 

14 

46 
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premises  were  disinfested.  During  the  year  thirteen  premises  were 
disinfested,  the  cost  being  met  by  the  owners  or  occupiers, 

16,  RAG  FLOCK  AMD  OTHER  FILLING  IM.TERIALS  ACT.  1951. 

Under  the  above  Act  five  premises  on  which  upholstery  etc,  is  carried 
out  arc  registered  by  the  Council,  Premises  within  the  Borough  are  not 
used  for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock. 


17. 


Complaints  were  received  of  contraventions  of  the  restrictions  on 
Sunday  trading.  As  a result  of  investigations  the  occupiers  of  eight 
small  shops,  operating  mixed  businesses,  were  informed  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  warned  against  future  contraventions, 

18,  SLAUGHTSR.  OF  MIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  one  licence  x^;as  issued  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals, 
four  licences  were  renewed  and  a total  of  twelve  licences  were  in  force  at 
the  end  of  the  year, 


19,  SMOKE  ABATS'IENT, 

Fifteen  observations  and  visits  to  works  were  made  during  the  year 
mainly  in  connection  i^/ith  the  local  gas  works,  about  which  complaints 
continued  to  bo  received.  The  observations  did  not  provide  sufficient 
evidence  for  statutory  action  under  the  Public  Iiea,lth  Act,  1936,  and  the 
Council  rejected  a suggestion  of  investigo,tion  and  measurement  of 
atmospheric  pollution  over  a trial  period  of  three  months.  The  Southern 
Gas  Boerd,  through  its  Divisional  Production  Engineer,  gave  the  assurance 
tlmt  the  Board  would  do  all  in  its  power  to  minimise  the  emission  of 
smoke  and  dust. 


20 , DEALERS  IN  OLD  MEIALS, 

Six  dealers  in  old  metals  are  registered  by  the  Council  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

21,  PErR0LEUI4  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  and  1936, 

During  the  year  five  new  petroleui'ii  installations  were  licensed, 
the  total  number  of  licences  in  operation  being  fifty-three.  One 
unlicensed  installation  was  found. 


22,  MISCELLANEOUS. 


liLscellaneous  items  dealt  with  during  the  year  included  the 
following: - 

(a)  With  the  consent  of  the  owners  traps  were  placed  on  buildings  in 
an  attempt  to  catch  some  of  the  pigeons  roosting  in  the  town. 
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(b)  A report  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  on  premises  used  for 
the  sale  of  knacker  meat, 

(o)  Although  outside  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act  at  the  request 
of  the  Health  Committee  informal  action  was  taJcen  regarding  a 
nuisance”  from  business  premises, 

(d)  One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  issued  under  the  Pet 
Act,  1951, 


'noise 


Animals 
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